Breathing new life into ancient trees

The Friends of Ampthill Park Newsletter

Funding for the Park!

6Breathing

new | i fe

The park has funding from the BIG
Lottery fund to help protect its
ancient trees.
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The new project for the
park is very exciting and
will mean we can work
towards protecting one of
the parks most important
and unique assetsd its
ancient trees.

The project is part of the
Breathing Places scheme
run by the partnership of
the BIG Lottery Fund and
the BBC. Although the
funding is for only a year
the benefits will be felt well
into the future. This funding
will enable us to undertake
individual tree surveys, bat
surveys and produce
management plans for
each of the important trees.
In addition to this we want

By Gavin Johnson

to encourage everyone to
get involved in this project
and already we have had
some great tree themed
events over the school
holidays and are currently
working with Russell Lower
School who have been
collecting seed and are
helping produce a new tree
trail in the park. The tree
trail is aimed at giving
visitors now and into the
future a guide to these
important trees.

So keep your eyes on the
notice boards in the park
for ways to get involved
from walks or talks to
practical volunteering
coming up later in the year.
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Bats and Ancient Trees

By Bob Cornes

We tend to think of bats roosting in caves and buildings, but where did
they roost before human activity provided large numbers of buildings?
The answer is trees. All British bats are fundamentally woodland
creatures, and they used trees as roosting places as well as places to
feed on their insect prey. Many bats continue to roost in trees today.

Unlike many other creatures which use trees for shelter, bats are not
equipped to make roosts for themselves. Their roosting sites are of
three main types: holes, splits, and cavities behind loose bark. Holes
may be created by woodpeckers, but they may also form when a small
branch is lost from a tree (a natural process which occurs all the time
in older trees) and fungal decay enlarges the hole that is left. Splits
and cracks are produced when part of a branch breaks but is not
completely lost. Veteran trees accumulate many such crevices.

This makes veteran trees of great importance for bats. In Ampthill

Park, Noctule bats have been found roosting in trees, and there are
Daubent onods, Nat t e rEaredbhats aadihk raRr o wn
Barbastelle which are tree-roosting species.

The Noctule i a tree roosting
species of bat which is found
in Ampthill Park.
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